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honor, ability, and truth. He is in this matter the tool of
Stanton and the victim of his own selfish aspirations. He
has vulgar cunning, is deceptive and unreliable. . . .

The correspondence shows that he played a false and
treacherous part with the President throughout. From the
first, he has studied to deceive the man who trusted him.
This he virtually admits; says he was afraid the President,
in selecting his military adviser, would choose a man not
acceptable to the Army. Denies that he agreed to see the
President on Monday, the 20th, although he twice ad-
mitted it on Tuesday in Cabinet-meeting and made his
excuses and apologies for not fulfilling his promises. Pre-
varication and downright falsehood, with deception and
treachery towards his chief, mark the conduct of U. S.
Grant.

These things and other occurrences fully convince me
that there is a conspiracy maturing for the overthrow of
the Administration and the subversion of the government
and our federal system. The Radicals are using Grant as
their tool; he is prepared to use them for his purpose. As
a general he was reckless of human life and witnessed the
slaughter of his countrymen with composure; he is equally
callous as to all the sympathies and moral and friendly
obligations which endear man to his fellow man, and
make society dear. It will not surprise me, should cir-
cumstances favor him, if at no distant day he strives for
military dictatorship and empire.

February 5, Wednesday. The President showed me this
P.M. a reply to Grant's last impudent and insubordinate
letter. It was very well, provided he thinks best to con-
tinue the correspondence. I so said to him, reminding him
at the same time of what I had said yesterday, viz., that
I would direct the Private Secretary, Colonel Moore, to
inform General Grant that his last letter was of such extra-
ordinary tone and character that no further commun-
ication or correspondence could be had with him on that